THE GREAT MILITARY ORDERS.             251

The knights maintained that their sovereign rights must be
paramount.

The masters, or grand masters as they canie to be called,
were thus not only the most important, but the most powerful
subjects in Spain; and the absorption of their great offices in
the royal prerogative by Ferdinand the Catholic, as we shall see
in the course of this history, was a most politic abuse or exercise
of his royal power.